Printing Guidelines

A short guide to our printing methods
and how to achieve the best results.
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A direct print process where digital imagery and designs are printed
onto corrugated cardboard packaging.

Think of it like a state-of-the-art office printer. You send us design files, we feed those to

the printer and it produces full-colour, high-quality cardboard packaging.

What will the print finish
look like?

Our boxes are printed onto
uncoated cardboard which means
the finish is similar to printing on
office paper.

Your boxes will have soft colours
which are slightly matte, not
glossy like a magazine.

What colours do you use
for digital printing?

Digital printing uses CMYK
colours. This acronym refers to the
four inks found in a digital printer:

e Cyan @ Magenta

Y Yellow GBIack
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How long does digital
printing take?
Our lead time is 7 business days

for digital printed boxes. This does
not include time for delivery.

Digital Printing at Echo Boxes Online

Low minimum order starting at 25 boxes

No tooling or set-up costs

Prints complex imagery and colour gradients with ease

Free design templates and instant quotes from our

self-service platform
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If you have previously used
Pantone or RGB colours,
you will need to convert
these to the closest CMYK
equivalent before sending us
your design files.




Tips for the
Best Digital

Print

Design

We recommend Adobe
lllustrator for your
design as it creates
the best quality,
print-ready files.

Template

Our free design
templates are ready
to print, so please
don’t change the size
or borders we have
set up.

CMYK Colours

To check if your file
is set to CMYK in
Adobe lllustrator,

Bleed Lines

Make sure to leave a
5mm border around
your design to avoid it

Graphic
Elements

Use vector art for all
graphics, including

go to: File > being trimmed. logos. This helps

Document Colour with a high-quality

Mode > CMYK. print and keeping file
sizes low.

Lines Font Outlines Font Size

Any line art or designs
should be a

minimum of 0.5mm
wide for best results.

Please convert all
fonts to outlines in
the design file. This
helps us to print any
fonts we don’t have
on our system.

T

We recommend a
minimum of 12pt for
most fonts. For thin
fonts, a minimum of
14pt is best.
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Embed Imagery

Make sure imagery

is embedded in your
design, not linked. This
helps us print imagery
without the original file
on our system.

300
DPI

High Resolution

For the best quality,
imagery should be
at least 300 DPI.
Any lower than this
and you tend to get
fuzzy pictures.

White Print

CMYK cannot print
white. A quick fix is
using white packaging
— simply leave any
white elements
transparent in your
design. To print white
on brown boxes, you
need flexo printing.
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Black Print

To get the richest
black colour, we
recommend setting
your colour to:

C:20%, Y: 20%, M:
20% and K: 100%.
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Barcodes

Barcodes should

be printed in a dark
colour with high
contrast background.
Please follow issuer
specifications.

Save as PDF

We prefer PDF files for
print. Please export
your finalised design to
a print-ready PDF and
upload to your order.




Flexographic Printing
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What i A simple print process that uses large plates to
atis ) stamp your designs onto corrugated cardboard.
flexographlc The plates, known as flexo stereos, are specially created for your

printing? box design. They run _through a machine which coats them in ink
and presses your design onto each box.

A
What colours do you use How long does flexo What will the print finish
for flexo printing? printing take? look like?
Flexo printing uses PMS U colours Our lead time is 5 business Flexographic printing is known
which come from the Pantone days for flexographic printed for its organic, textured finish. It is
Solid Uncoated Colour Book. boxes. This does not include common to be able to see the box
time for delivery. texture through the print.

We keep a number of stock colours
on hand and are able to order inks
for custom colours, though this will
incur additional costs.

Flexo Printing at Echo Boxes Online

No minimum order quantity

Costs go down the more you print

Meets industry safety standards

Great for solid colour printing

If you think that flexographic printing is the right option for you,
please visit Echo Cartons to request a quote.
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https://www.echocartons.com.au/

Tips for the
Best Flexo

Print

Design

We recommend
Adobe lllustrator for
your design as it
creates the best
quality, print-ready
files.

PANTONE'

Pantone Colours

Flexographic printing
uses solid colour inks
from the Pantone
Solid Uncoated
Colour Book (PMS U).

Single Colours

It’s difficult to print
two colours close
together. Instead,
opt for half-tones
and stipple art that
give the illusion of
multi-colour art.

Graphic
Elements

T

Use vector art for all
graphics, including
logos. This helps with
a high-quality print and
keeping file sizes low.

Font Outlines

Please convert all fonts
to outlines in the design
file. This helps us to
print any fonts we don’t
have on our system.

Font Size

We recommend a
minimum of 12pt for
most fonts. For thin
fonts, a minimum of
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Line Art

The simplicity of flexo
printing means that
line art works best.

It does not print

Line Size

For best results,
line art should be a
minimum of 1Tmm
wide, or 1.5mm for

14pt is best. complex imagery reversed-out lines.
or photos.
Colour Trapping Avoid Crease Barcodes

Trapping helps
prevent colour overlap
and movement in
your design. We
recommend a border
of at least 3mm
between colours.
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Lines

We do not recommend
designing over fold,
crease or glue lines as
it is almost impossible
to perfectly align this
art when assembling
the box.

Barcodes should

be printed in a dark
colour with high
contrast background.
Please follow issuer
specifications.

Save as PDF

We prefer PDF files

for print. Please export
your finalised design
to a print-ready

PDF and upload to
your order.
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Find a Designer
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Echo Boxes Online is a self-service platform with free design templates to help you create beautifully
branded boxes. We hope that means you have everything you need to order some amazing
digitally-printed packaging.

But, we understand if you’re short on time or worried about your design skills. We have a group of
recommended packaging designers who you can connect with on the website.

Find A Designer
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http://www.echoboxesonline.com.au/design-templates
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